FIELD WORK SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

Use the safety checklist below as a simple remititiryou have each safety aspect covered.
For more information on yours’ and the property evis legal obligations contact your local
Labour Department’s Occupational Safety and Hesdtttion. Another useful reference is the
Hillary Commission’s Outdoor Pursuits: Guidelines £ducators, which outlines a number
of safety considerations. EOTC Safety Guidelinean cbe viewed online at
http://www.tki.org.nz/r/eotc/resources/toolkit_fasne.php

Protecting your students
Most schools are required to complete a risk aimlysfore embarking on a field trip — your
school should have the appropriate forms to do this

The farm hazard checklist (downloadable framw.emap.rsnz.odgwill help you to identify
possible hazards at the site but you will also Haveonsider travel to the site and individual
student’s needs.

Protecting the property owner

Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act (1982ners have a duty to warn of any
significant hazards. This Act has been known tomidate farmers and make them unwilling
to allow non work-related visitors to their propest

To make it as easy as possible for farmers tallftiieir obligations under the Act and safely
allow school groups to visit their properties werdancluded a standard letter (downloadable
from www.emap.rsnz.ofgthat can be sent to farmers/property owners whiaky can
complete and send back to your school. As welloaspteting the farm hazard checklist it is
also advisable for there to be contact with theerty owner a day or two prior to the visit to
ensure that no additional hazards have croppethap gour last communication.

It is then the responsibility of the group leaderensure that the students have a good
understanding of possible hazards and how theyeaavoided. A possible teaching strategy
to do this is by having students label the hazarda cluttered diagram.

Protecting the environment

It is also important to remember not only the pb&rrisks to both your students and
yourself, but the potential risks of your visit tbe environment. Downloadable from
www.emap.rsnz.orgs an “Environment Risk Analysis and Managemergt&y” developed
by the Christchurch College of Education. Pleasgethis or a similar form when embarking
on an environmental monitoring field trip.

It would be a good idea to get the students to d¢etmphis form themselves and then pool
ideas to draw up a class environmental risk aralysn example of an eroding stream bank
has been given to show you how to use the form.

Safety checklist

*  First aid kit

*  Leader with current first aid certificate

*  Permission slips completed by parents/guardians

* Farm hazard checklist completed by farmer/propevtger

. Farm hazards conveyed to, and understood by, dsiden

*  Environmental risk analysis completed by students

»  Safety debrief with students on arrival to sitegthould be done on each visit)



